
HEART OF THE VALLEY 

Little Chute Area School District referendum detailed for village board 
By Tom Collins 
Reporter 

For approximately 40 minutes of 
their March 8 meeting, Little 
Chute's elected and administrative 
personnel went back to school to 
learn more about the April 4 refer
endum questions. 

District superintendent Dave 
Botz and business manager Karen 
Moore shared portions of the pre
sentation that detailed the reasons 
behind the two questions on the 
spring electiol! ballot. 

The fust referendum question 
deals with technology and asks to 
exceed the revenue limit by $275,000 
per year between 2017 and 2022 for 
technology hardware, software and 
related infrastructure. The total on 
that referendum question is a cumu
lative $1,375,000 spread over the 
five school years. 

The second question is an ambi
tious plan seeking to improve and 
upgrade the current �ddle and 
high school facilities working within 
much of the current building foot
print. Important security, office and 
library consolidation and space 
needs are all addressed in the 
request along with some important 
electrical and HV AC needs. The 
total for that portion asks for an 
amount not to exceed $17,700,000. 

Botz walked trustees through the 
background of the referendum ques
tions. It began with a diverse group 
ofresidents and evolved into a facil
ities task force during 2016. 
Information was gathered from a 
community survey that yielded 830 
responses. 

Key findings revealed an 86 per
cent satisfaction level with the 
school district while 74 percent of 
respondents supported an opera-
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tional referendum for technology. In 
addition, some. 55 percent of those 
responding supported the potential 
facilities improvement referendum. 

Those responses led to the current 
official questions being placed on 
the April 4 ballot. 

B.9tz said the technology question
continues the district's goal to main
tain a high level of technical excel
lence. A central focus in that effort 
eyes one to one computing opportu
nities for students in grades 5-12. 

"That continues to build on our 
technology plan," Botz said. "It con
tinues to invest dollars similar to 
2007 and 2012 and maintain-our 
highlevel of technology and techni
cal excellence." 

The impacts of the second referen
dum question are more sweeping for 
the current middle and high school 
facilities. Botz offered the best sum
mary of question two when he said 
it offers a chance for the district to 
look at where they are and where 
they are going. 

He explained the middle school 
and high school have become a sin
gle campus. But there are several 
needs within that campus structure 
to offer a better environment for 
students as well as for functionality 
and efficiency. 

Key areas include streamlining 
campus safety and security, reno
vating the science, technology, engi
neering and math sections, consoli
dating the current two libraries into 
one facility and providing more 
space for the successful Flex 
Academy. 

The attention to the Flex Academy 
is important because of its contin
ued growth and s11ccess. The pro
gram has outgrown space rented 
from the village at the Gerard Van 
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Tom Collins photo 
LitHe Chute Are� School Superintendent Dave Botz explained a number of needs involved in the April 4 
referendum. Included in the two questions are continued upgrades for technology ·in the district and 
improvi�g and upgrading the middle school facili�es, with that portion not to exceed $17,700,000. 

Hoof Civic Center in just three 
years. The district would like to 

''bring in more students applying for 
Flex Academy and include them in 
their current middle and high school 
facility: 

Botz said the district has turned 
away approximately 250 students 
over that period. With the potential 
improvements, more of those stu
dents could enter the Flex Academy 
program. 

Growing the Flex A�demy, which 

includes a majority of non-district 
students, allows the district to con
tinue to grow overall and offer pro
gramming that might otherwise not 
be available. · He emphasized the 
increased trend of students and par
ents as educational consumers. 

"Today, they have multiple oppor
tunities," Botz said. "It's -going to 
continue to get broader:" 

Among other facility rieeds are 
improving the commons and kitchen 
area. Botz said the current kitchen 

was designed in the late 1990s to fit 
a different need, especially when 
most students� left campus for 
lunches. 

"It has become a full-fledged 
-kitchen and there are a lot of ineffi
ciencies in the setting up and taking
down process rather than serving
the needs of $tu.dents," he explained.
"We want to put in more of a cafe/
cafeteri?- area."

In turn, that means changes to 
· See Referendum, page 6 

Van· Boxtel, Fox Wisconsin Heritage Parkway 
recognized for preseP-Ving local history 

Two individuals and one agency 
were recognized for important work 
in preserving the history of the Fox 
Valley area Monday at the 
Outagamie County Historical 
Society's annual meeting. 

Carol Mainville Van Boxtel 
received the Lillian Mackesy 
Historian of the Year Award for 
three books, on Kaukauna history, 
which she compiled and published 
in 2016 .. 

Candice Mortara accepted the 
Carolyn Kellogg Historic 
Preservation award, on behalf of the 
Fox Wisconsin Heritage Parkway, 
for their work in restoring the 1909 
Little Chute lock keepers house. 

The Harold C. Voncj.er Here 
Outstanding Volunteer Award was 
given to Janice Krahn for her work 
to make archival collections more. 
acce.ssible to researchers. 
· "Preserving local history is about

taking pride in community and
sharing the stories that tell who we
are and where we came from," said
Matt Carpenter, executive director
of the History Museum at the
Castle. "It is so encouraging to see
the good work that is being done by
passionate, historically-minded peo-
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Monica Rico, president of OCHS, Candace Mortara of the Fox Wisconsin Heritage Parkway, John Elliot, a 
volunteer integrally involved in the lock keepers house restoration, and Matt Carpenter of the Outagamie 
County Historical Society. 
ple in the Fox Valley area. Each of 
these· award winners cares deeply 

· about their community."
Van Boxtel, a Kaukauna native, is

a reµred RN-director of personal
and professional development with
Affinity Health System. A local his-

torian and genealogist, she is 
strongly ·committed to preserving 
the written history of Kaukauna 
through her volunteer work at the 
Kaukauna Pul:ilic Library History 

Room. S.he has authored more than 
12 books including the three for 

which she received the award, "130 
Shared Memories and Stories From 
Kaukauna and Neighboring Area," 
"Dear Kaukauna Times From 
Texas," and, "Kaukauna Public 
Library: Pillar of Our Community." 

See Hi.story, page 7 




